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PIO/OCI SNAPSHOT

	PIO – Person of Indian Origin
	OCI – Overseas Citizen of India

	A person who -

a) At any time held an Indian Passport; or

b) Is or either of his/her parents or grandparents or great grandparents was/were born in or was permanently resident in India as defined in Government of India Act, 1935 and other territories that became part of India thereafter provided neither was at any time a citizen of Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka; or 

c) Is a spouse of a citizen of India or a person of Indian origin as mentioned above.


	A foreign national who–

a) was eligible to become citizen of India on 01/26/1950; or

b) was a citizen of India on or at anytime after 01/26/1950; or 

c) belonged to a territory that became part of India after 08/15/1947 and his/her children and grandchildren, provided his/her country of citizenship allows dual citizenship in some form or other under the local laws.

Such person is eligible for registration as Overseas

Citizen of India (OCI). Minor children of such

Person(s) are also eligible for OCI. However, if the

applicant had ever been a citizen of Pakistan or

Bangladesh, he/she will not be eligible for OCI.

His/her country must acknowledge the dual citizenship in some form or the other.

	Benefits: 

(i)Shall not require a separate visa to visit India.

(ii) Will be exempt from the requirements of

registration if his/her stay on any single visit in

India does not exceed 180 days.

(iii) In the event of continuous stay in India

exceeding 180 days, he/she shall have to get

himself/herself registered within 30 days of the

expiry of 180 days with the concerned

FRRO/FRO - n/a for minors under 16.

(iv) Parity with NRIs in respect of all facilities

available to the later in the economic, financial

and educational fields except in matters relating

to the acquisition of agricultural/ plantation

properties. No parity shall be allowed in the

sphere of political rights.
	Benefits: 

(i) A multiple entry, multi-purpose life long

visa for visiting India**.

(ii)Exemption from registration with local

police authority for any length of stay in India.

(iii) Parity with Non-resident Indians (NRIs)

in respect of economic, financial and educational

fields except in relation to acquisition of agricultural or plantation properties. No parity

shall be allowed in the sphere of political rights.

**A separate U (Universal) visa stamp will be affixed to the person’s passport which should be carried to India along with the OCI card. 

	Validity:

Generally valid for a period not exceeding 15 years.  No visa required
	Validity:

Generally valid for good.  U visa required but its issuance is ancillary to the issuance of OCI card itself.

	Registration Requirements with FRRO/FRO:

Yes, if the trip exceed 180 days- n/a to minor under 16. [FRRO – Foreigners Regional Registration Officer/FRO – Foreigners Registration Officer]


	Registration Requirements with FRRO/FRO:

No, irrespective of the length of the trip.

	What activities are NOT allowed:

Mountaineering, missionary and research work and existing PAP/RAP which require specific permit.
	What activities are NOT allowed:

Mountaineering, missionary and research work and existing PAP/RAP which require specific permit.

	Process of Acquiring Indian Citizenship:

He/she must reside in India for a minimum 7 years before making application for granting Indian

Citizenship.
	Process of Acquiring Indian Citizenship:

Registered OCI may be granted Indian citizenship after 5 years from date of registration provided he/she resides for one year in India before making application.

	Fee: (Source – Travisa Outsourcing website)

New PIO (Adult)

$368.00

$12.00

$380.00

New PIO (Minor)

$188.00

$12.00

$200.00

PIO Endorsement (for New Passport)

$23.00

$12.00

$35.00

PIO Re-issue (Duplicate Card)

$103.00

$12.00

$115.00

Renunciation of PIO

$3.00

$12.00

$15.00


	Fee: (Source: Travisa Outsourcing website)

New OCI Card (Adult)

$278.00

$12.00

$290.00

New OCI Card (Minor)

$278.00

$12.00

$290.00

New OCI (Adult) for PIO Card Holder

$28.00

$12.00

$40.00

New OCI (Minor) for PIO Card Holder

$148.00

$12.00

$160.00

Renunciation of OCI

$28.00

$12.00

$40.00

Passport Match-up with OCI at Consulate

$00

$12.00.

$12.00



	Processing Time:

15 - 45 days
	Processing Time:

40-50 days

	Important Websites/Links:

http://www.immigrationindia.nic.in/
https://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/pio/homepage 

http://mha.nic.in/ForeigDiv/ForeigHome.html 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1753.html 


	Important Websites/Links:

http://www.immigrationindia.nic.in/ 

https://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/oci/homepage
http://mha.nic.in/ForeigDiv/ForeigHome.html 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1753.html 

	Tracking Your PIO Application:

Travisa provides this feature -

https://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/pio/track-status  
	Tracking Your OCI Application:

Travisa provides this feature at the US Stage:

https://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/oci/track-status 

Tracking at the New Delhi, India stage–

http://passport.gov.in/oci/OnlineOCIenquiry.jsp 

	Application Form:

Paper Format:

https://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/pdf/PIO_Application_NY.pdf 
	Application Form:

Paper Format:

N/A


Future: Proposal to establish a single unified card known as Overseas Indian Card.


